
Homily for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 2020.   from Fr. Don 
 
Peace be with you! 
 
And so we come to the 5th Sunday of Lent.  Even in a normal year, it’s easy to grow weary of our Lenten 
disciplines.  Well, that’s even more true in times like these!  But our readings this weekend give us a strong 
message of encouragement and hope.  A message of life! 
 
In our first reading, God speaks through the prophet Ezekiel: “O my people, I will open your graves and have 
you rise from them, and bring you back to the land of Israel.”  In this context, he’s not talking about bodily 
resurrection, but something more immediate.  The prophet Ezekiel speaks in the time of Exile, when the people 
were away from the Promised Land, and away from their worship in the Temple (sounds familiar, right?).   So, 
‘rising from the grave’ in this context means being released from exile and having the fullness of life. 
 
This theme of resurrection and new life is extremely vivid in our Gospel reading.  At least two other times we 
hear of Jesus raising the dead, but this time is different.  Lazarus and his sisters were dear friends of Jesus.  
Jesus knew of the illness, but still Lazarus died.  Jesus waited two days before intervening.  Imagine what 
those two days were like for Lazarus and his family, seeing his suffering and decline.  Imagine what so many 
are going through today in the face of this virus.   
 
After all of this, Martha’s faith is still strong.  She believes Jesus when He says, “your brother will rise again.”  
But she thinks He is talking only about the future, “in the resurrection on the last day.”  But Jesus sees the 
despair around Him and seizes the moment.  “I am the resurrection and the life...whoever lives and believes in 
me will never die.”  Obviously, He’s not talking about the flesh (as St. Paul reminds us in the second reading: 
“you are not in the flesh...you are in the spirit, if the Spirit of God dwells in you”). 
 
Resurrection is not just a historical event.  Eternal life is not just a future reality. God is not limited by time and 
space.  We already share in the victory of Christ if we walk with Him, and allow His grace to lead us.  We can 
already know the freedom that Lazarus knew when he heard the word of Christ, “Untie him and let him go.” 
 
What else do disciples of Jesus learn from this story?  For one, if we remain in Christ we should not fear 
disappointment and suffering in this life.  Even if it seems like our prayers are not being answered.  There is a 
bigger picture, a longer horizon.  We also learn that Jesus is moved by our suffering, just as he wept at the 
death of Lazarus and the grief of Martha and Mary.  God really became flesh and experienced joys and 
sorrows as we do.  That relationship continues today for those who live in Him.  He wants to carry our crosses 
with us.  “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 
 
A little more about not living “in the flesh” as St. Paul puts it.  It’s not that flesh and spirit are totally separate, or 
that earthly and material things are bad, or cannot be enjoyed.  All that God made is good, or has the potential 
to be good.  It’s about perspective.  Living in the flesh means relying on temporary things for our true 
happiness and peace.  As we’ve seen in recent days, so many of those things can be taken away.   
 
Living “in the Spirit” leads to freedom.  It allows us to do without so many things that we had come to expect in 
our daily life.  It allows us to be generous with our time, talent and treasure, because we know that God 
provides a deeper treasure. It allows us to see the blessings that can come out of this difficult time.  As Paul 
will say a few verses later, “We know that all things work for good for those who love God and are called 
according to His purpose.”  Only by living in the Spirit can we believe that to be true.   
 
Resurrection is not just something Jesus experienced in the past, or that we can experience in the future. As 
Pope Benedict XVI wrote: “Eternal life is life itself, real life, which can also be lived in the present age...This is 
the point: to seize ‘life’ here and now, real life that can no longer be destroyed by anything or anyone.” (Jesus 
of Nazareth: Holy Week)  
 
Amen! 


